Salduz, and its effect
on Joe Average

For a select
as well as
lice force, attorney Mr. C.H.J. Merx gave a
lecture this week at the courthouse about
for a news report, but the subject matter
is inte for anyone who ever lands
behind bars and for all parties involved in
the judicial process.

Salduz is a 17-year old Turkish boy who
was armested in his country because he was
taken part in an illegal demonstration. In
court, the prosecution used evidence it ob-

ty of lawyers and judges

of the local po-

tained from interrogating the boy. The Eu-  plles.

ropean court of Human Rights ruled that
this evidence was not admissible, because
police officers had interrogated the young

man witheut giving him prior accessto an ing
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This is the main rule stemming from

The Salduz-arrest has been quoted by
attormeys in local court cases on several
mcasiumi i r&mﬂmmm—
ng ve consequences,
especially in terms of logistics. One of the
first things that comes to mind, Merx
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become avallable in St. Maarten Is un-
clear at this moment.
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finer points are berest
to local lawyers, judges, police officers.
and prosecutors. Interestingly, Chief
Commissloner Peter de Witte and the
haad of the detective department Denise

set up video conferencing faci
Whether

While one would expect that the
prosecutor’s office knows .
there is to know about the Salduz-arrest,
the same cannot be said or of

' Joe Average. But all the Joe Averages in

our community to pay a to
it and remember in the unfortunate
case they ever get arrested, the Salduz-
arrest entities ﬂt:rtl'nemg .
an attorney before .say anything

a policeman. ' '



